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SALT CEDAR CONTROL DEMONSTRATION PROJECTS





What is Salt Cedar?  Salt Cedar, also known as tamarisk, is an aggressive, woody invasive plant species that has become established over as much as a million acres of floodplains, riparian areas, wetlands and lake margins in the western United States.  Salt Cedar is a relatively long-lived plant that can tolerate a wide range of environmental conditions once established.  It produces massive quantities of small seeds and can propagate from buried or submerged stems.  It can replace or displace native woody species, such as cottonwood, willow and mesquite, which occupy similar habitats.  Stands of salt cedar generally have lower wildlife values compared to stands of native vegetation.  Salt cedar is a facultative phreatophyte, meaning it can draw water from underground sources but once established it can survive without access to ground water





Why eradicate salt cedar?  Because of its potential to displace native vegetation and its lower value as wildlife habitat.  Salt cedar consumes large quantities of water, possibly more than woody native plant species that occupy similar habitats.  Salt cedar is tolerant of highly saline habitats, and it concentrates salts in its leaves.  Over time, as leaf litter accumulates under tamarisk plants, the surface soil can become highly saline, thus impeding future colonization by many native plant species.  





Methods of eradication.  Salt cedar can be controlled by six principal methods:


Applying herbicides to foliage of intact plants.


Removing aboveground stems by burning or mechanical means followed by foliar application of herbicide.


Cutting stems close to the ground followed by application of herbicide to the cut stems.  


Spraying basal bark with herbicide 


Digging or pulling plants.


Biological control through the use of goats.  





If salt cedar control is an issue for you on your land, you could qualify for grant funds available through the Kansas Alliance for Wetland and Streams and the KAWS Salt Cedar Task Force as a 





Salt Cedar Control Demonstration Site.





Apply now by filling out the Salt Cedar Control Demonstration Project Profile.  


Deadline for submission is February 15, 2005.  All demonstration projects must be completed by June 30, 2005.  Applications will be scored using the Salt Cedar Control Demonstration Project Ranking Criteria.  


Funding will be awarded through the Kansas State Conservation Commission and will be based on the county conservation district’s cost-share program.  


Minimum number of acres per project is five acres (see ranking criteria).  


Maximum dollars funded through KAWS per project is $15,000.  


Each grantee will be required to maintain a set of records concerning the demonstration project site as deemed by the Salt Cedar Task Force and partnering research organizations.  


An annual status review will be done on each project site by the local county 


conservation district. 





This program sponsored by the Kansas Alliance for Wetlands and Streams and  


through funding provided by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.











