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Our Purpose: 
The Chapter serves as a clearinghouse for 
wetlands and riparian areas information 
and activities, promotes educational oppor-
tunities with a variety of targeted audi-
ences, and facilitates project implementa-
tion for wetland and riparian area projects 
within the participating counties. 
   
  
 Our Mission: 
To ensure the future of wetlands, streams, 
and their adjacent riparian areas as an inte-
gral part of our Kansas heritage and land-
scape. 
  
   
 Our Vision: 
A public that is well informed and in-
volved in activities that  foster the protec-
tion, enhancement, and establishment of 
wetlands and riparian areas in Kansas.  

Membership is free and open to any 
interested individual, organization or 
agency interested in wetland and 
riparian area conservation.  
For more information on KAWS and its 
activities please contact: 
 

Tim Christian 
KAWS State Coordinator 

P.O. Box 236 
McPherson, KS 67460-4401 

(620) 241-6921, (620) 245-9618 (fax)  
tchristian@kscable.com 

 
John Bond 

KAWS Chapter Coordinator 
9146 SE Paulen Road 
Berryton, KS 66409 

(785) 836-3346 phone and fax 
johnloribond@yahoo.com  

March 19 Meeting Review 
Wetlands Biologist Discusses Building Green Infrastructure  

KAWS Coordinator’s Report 

The KWRAA Executive/Steering Committees met on February 6, 2002, in Hart-
ford, KS.  They completed several key pieces of including: 
1. A review of the Year Three KDHE budget revision, which adds $300,000 to 
the coming budget for projects, plus another $125,000 or so to provide for prod-
uct and staff.  This budget reflects establishing a third position – chapter coordi-
nator for western Kansas. 
2. A review of the second EPA Wetlands Protection Program Grant offered 
through the Kansas Water Office in the amount of $350,000 of which $175,000 
would go for educational demonstrations (similar to the current grant KWO has 
with EPA).  This grant will provide for two half-time employees to help adminis-
ter the grant as well as the two current positions.  These funds coupled with the 
KDHE money should provide adequate resources to hire the third contract em-
ployee (chapter coordinator). 
3. A chapter development review including the two new chapters in the Upper 
Ark River basin – Mid-Plains and Buffalo Wallow.  The third is the Southeast 
Kansas Chapter that organized after a December 11, 2001, one-day seminar.  
New starts are targeted for 2002 in the Cimarron, Upper Neosho/Verdigris, Wal-
nut, and the Little and Lower Ark river basins. 
4. Working with the Eastern I-70 Chapter to organize and hold an urban-
oriented wetlands and riparian area conference in the next six months.  The 
chapter is going to hold a more local event in the next two months. 
5. Reports on the Playa Lakes Joint Venture Board meeting in Lubbock, TX, in 
January.  The playa easement proposal was approved for funding at $20,000, 

 Dennis Haag, Tetra Tech EMI, Lenexa, KS, presented thought-provoking in-
formation on innovative methods of incorporating wetlands and riparian areas 
into   urban areas.  Green infrastructure provides excellent means to treat 
storm  water runoff and even waste water.  He illustrated with examples of work 
being  done across the country, much of it in the Kansas City metro area.  Use of 
porous  pavement materials, low-impact recreational facilities in flood plains, 
wetland  eyebrows, and other cutting-edge technology are proving to be effective 
in helping reduce upstream flooding and treat storm water as required for many 
cities   by the US Environmental Protection Agency.  Haag is currently design-
ing wetland storm water treatment for downtown Topeka.  Information on green 
infrastructure alternatives is available by contacting Haag at 913.495.3948. 

Steering Committee 
 
Kevin Nelson, NRCS, Tribune 
Tom Norman, KDWP, Garden City 
Debbie Ohman, Gray Co. CD,  
Cimarron 

Ken Sherraden, NRCS/SCC, provided a quick update on the Buffer Partnership 
and noted a buffer coordinator meeting to be held at Great Bend at the Central 
Prairie RC&D in early April.  He highlighted discussion from a meeting held re-
cently in eastern Kansas with coordinators. 



Coordinator’s Report (cont. from page 1) 

Chapter Business  

Upcoming Chapter meetings, activities, and events 

which KDWP will provide an increased match to enroll 
targeted playas.  Leonard Hopper, KDWP, is providing 
oversight of the program and brochures have been dis-
tributed.  Hopper indicates that he has interest from 
Ducks Unlimited and the PLJV BCR coordinator in pro-
viding extra funding for the lease program. 
The PLJV is adding staff, which should ultimately 
benefit western Kansas chapters.  A Biological Team 
Leader position and a Communications Team Leader 
position are being advertised.  Both these should help 
by offering services that we may not be getting now, e.g. 
playa-oriented publications, web site support, educa-
tional materials. The PLJV is “all-bird” oriented and 
that should bring new funding and help along, too.  
Currently, PLJV has a full-time Bird Conservation Re-
gion (BCR) [Shortgrass] 18 coordinator looking to assist 
anyone working on bird projects. 
6. John and Tim reported on a meeting with the Kansas 
City District COE staff to investigate opportunities to 
use their 206, 1135, and eco-restoration programs to 
implement wetland, stream and riparian area projects.  
One cited case is that of using organized watershed dis-
tricts to install low-head dams and to construct, reno-
vate, or protect wetland and riparian areas to achieve 
upstream flood control in lieu of high-cost flood control 
dams.  Kansas has real potential to use this and get 
COE funding. 
7. Bob Atchison appointed a sub-committee of the Ex-
ecutive Committee to develop a long-range funding plan 
for consideration at the annual meeting in May 2002. 
8. The group approved pursuit of organizing a national 
wetlands/streams/riparian areas conference.  Coordina-
tors are to report preliminary findings in May. 
9. The Executive Committee voted to change the name 
of the organization to the Kansas Alliance for Wetlands 
and Streams (KAWS) subject to clearance from the Kaw 
Nation.  Approval was received with a ringing endorse-
ment from the tribe, so they will offer a person to serve 
on the steering committee and may have projects to 
work on with us.  The name change is officially changed 
at the May 16 annual meeting to be held in southeast 
Kansas. 
KWO/EPA grant update 
The project management team approved funding for 
two projects under the current KWO/EPA grant – Elk 
Creek marsh, Clinton Reservoir, at $18,000 and Little 
Blue River, Washington County, at $15,000. John Bond, 
KAWS chapter coordinator, is soliciting projects from 

 NEXT Buffalo Wallow Chapter meeting—May 8, 9:30 a.m., USDA Service Center Conference Room, Garden City, KS. 
 
EPA Region 7 Wetlands Conference – 4/2-4, KCMO  Stream Link Summit – 4/4-6, Council Grove 
Earth Day – Garden City Zoo, 4/22    Water Festival – Finney, Kearny, Gray Counties, 5/20/21 
Prairie Wetlands Chapter meeting, 4/10   KAWS Annual Meeting, 5/15-16, Pleasanton 
 

the Glacial Hills and Southeast Kansas chapters, 
which would leave funds for another 5-7 projects ($15-
20,000 average cost). 
 Other items– 
The KWRAA (now to be KAWS) annual meeting is 
May 15-16, 2002 in SE KS.  Each chapter is asked to 
provide a representative (normally from the chapter 
steering committee) to sit on the State Steering Com-
mittee.  The Executive/Steering Committee meets on 
the 15th, then stay over for the annual meeting.  
KWRAA has travel expense money for the representa-
tive, if needed.   
May is American Wetlands Month and the Isaac 
Walton League sponsors nationally.  Check out their 
web site www.iwla.org for details. This is a great time 
to do outreach and educational events to make a tie to 
this celebration. 

Potential Projects:  Dan Baffa, Lee Richardson Zoo 
riverine exhibit and the potential for Playa Lakes Joint 
Venture funding to help offset some of the development 
costs.  Tom Norman, KDWP, Garden City, the Arkan-
sas River situation within the confines of the KDWP 
Buffalo Refuge near Garden City.  He also noted inter-
est from the City of Holcomb in stormwater manage-
ment options using riparian and wetland systems.  Bob 
Frisbie, K-State Extension, Kinsley, outlined the po-
tential for wetland and riparian developments along US 
400 near Dodge City as well as a local truck wash lo-
cated along the highway.  Kevin Nelson, NRCS, Trib-
une, provided an overview of a potential outdoor class-
room project near the county fairgrounds using waste 
water from a new concession/restroom facility being 
planned for the fairgrounds.  Bob Price, Deerfield, 
noted the potential for stormwater management options 
with Lakin and surrounding areas, especially coming off 
the highway.   
Tim Christian reviewed the Chapter’s new identity 
materials including the letterhead, member agreement, 
project request forms and activity request forms.  The 
group also discussed putting out the meeting summary 
in the form of a newsletter to generate more interest 
from people.  Tim will draft and issue for this meeting 
summary. 
Tim noted that the steering committee consists of 
Kevin Nelson, Tom Norman, and Debbie Ohman.  
He also highlighted the upcoming KAWS annual meet-
ing, May 15-16 and asked that at least one person rep-
resent the Chapter on the steering committee.  Tom 
Norman will represent Buffalo Wallow. 


